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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR 

Dear readers,  
 
After months of 
analysing the 
threats, we have 
come to a very 
important 
milestone: our rapporteur, Ms Sandra KALNIETE, 
will present her working document on how to make 
"our society resilient against foreign interference". 
It is not an easy task. We have learnt over these 
months that malicious actors can exploit almost any 
area of society to attack our democracies. 
 
To be able to prevent, detect or counter these 
attacks we need to have a robust cooperation 
mechanism across sectors and between different 
levels of government. Our investigations have 
taught us that we still have the first important step 
ahead of us: to wake people up from the naive belief 
that we have nothing to fear. 
 
To kick-off the debate, we will hear researchers 
behind two of the studies INGE has commissioned. I 
am looking forward to discuss best practices of a 
whole-of-society approach with Dr Mikael WIGELL 
and covert funding used to undermine democracies 
with Dr Edoardo BRESSANELLI. 
 
Debates about foreign interference too often tend 
to “admire the problem”, that is focusing on 
challenges and mistakes not to repeat. I am proud 
that we in INGE are now taking another step away 
from this and into the area of finding solutions. I 
look forward to fruitful discussions. 

Raphaël GLUCKSMANN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORDS FROM THE RAPPORTEUR 

Dear readers, 
 
As a democratic society, we need to be able to 
prevent the attacks that can be prevented and to 
detect and act upon the attacks that still happen. 
We also need to learn from experiences and 
mistakes, to come out stronger. Every part of 
society and every individual has a role to play in this 
defence of democracy. Only a whole-of-society 
approach can make us resilient against foreign 
interference.  
  
Cooperation with our democratic partners abroad 
and robust funding for research, education and 
awareness raising are among the keys to build 
resilience. 
 
In my document, I aimed to summarize the most 
important takeaways from our meetings and 
studies.  
 
We need to start with the grassroots: making 
everyone aware of the risks they face as citizens and 
specifically linked to their daily work. For the 
younger generations, good teachers and curricula 
cannot be overestimated. We also need training 
and information campaign for everybody who left 
school already. 
 
Simultaneously, we need to properly scan our 
policies and legislations to detect and get rid of 
loopholes, gaps and overlaps that makes 
interference easier. We need special measures to 
protect our critical infrastructure and IT systems. 
 
Finally yet extremely important, we 
need to ensure deterrence and 
efficient sanctions. We need to 
increase the cost and reduce the 
benefits for attacks against 
democracy. 

Sandra KALNIETE 
 



 
 

 

ON THE AGENDA 

22 June 

 
Resilience and covert funding - discussions with 
researches behind INGE studies and presentation 
of the 4th Working Document – 16.15-18.45 (Semi-
remote meeting via room: SPINELLI 3E-2) 
 
In the meeting, researchers will present INGE 
studies on “Best practises in the whole of society 
approach in countering hybrid threats” and on 
“Investing in destabilisation: How foreign money is 
used to undermine democracy in the EU” and then 
discuss their findings with the MEPs. Following the 
exchange of views with the invited experts, the 4th 
Working Document on “Building EU resilience 
against hybrid threats” will be presented by INGE 
rapporteur Sandra KALNIETE. 
 
In the past years, the European Union has increased 
efforts to strengthen its resilience to hybrid threats 
by establishing several policy initiatives. Since the 
development of resilience at societal, national and 
European levels is a key issue in this regard, a model 
of preparedness based on the concepts of "whole-
of-society," "whole-of-government," and "societal 
resilience" has become increasingly prevalent in the 
EU´s policy work. However, challenges remain and 
further efforts need to be taken. 
The study analyses examples of best practices in the 
whole-of-society approach based on case studies on 
Finland, Sweden and Australia. The study 
furthermore provides recommendations for 
additional measures. 
 
Invited expert: 
 
Dr Mikael WIGELL is the director of the Global 
Security research programme at the Finnish 
Institute of International Affairs.  
He is also Adjunct Professor in International Political 
Economy at the University of Tampere, Non-
Resident Associate at the European Centre of 
Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats, and 
Senior Editor of the Journal of Autonomy and 
Security Studies. He earned his PhD at the London 
School of Economics and has been a Visiting Fellow 
at the Changing Character of War Centre, Oxford 

University. He has also been a Member of the 
Development Policy Committee of the Finnish 
Government and President of the Finnish 
International Studies Association. He is one of the 
leading international experts on geo-economics and 
hybrid threats, and his work has appeared in 
journals such as International Affairs, The 
Washington Quarterly, and Global Affairs. 
 
The second study is titled “Investing in 
destabilisation: How foreign money is used to 
undermine democracy in the EU”. 
Foreign funding of political parties is a specific type 
of foreign interference that states use to influence 
the politics of other countries. In recent times, 
foreign funding of political parties has become one 
of the main instruments by which autocracies 
attempt to disrupt the democratic process of other 
countries or the EU. The impact of foreign party 
funding became evident in events such as Brexit and 
the run-up to the 2019 European Parliament 
elections, when several attempts of supporting anti-
EU parties and organisations by foreign actors were 
documented.  
Against this background, this study provides an 
empirical map and identifies key policy issues in the 
regulation of party funding from third countries. 
Furthermore, possible ways to counter foreign 
interferences with legislative and non-legislative 
actions at both the EU-level and in member states 
are explored. 
 
Invited expert: 
 
Dr Edoardo BRESSANELLI is a 'Montalcini' Assistant 
Professor in Political Science at the Scuola Superiore 
Sant'Anna.  
He holds a PhD in Political and Social Sciences from 
the European University Institute and has been a 
senior lecturer at King's College London, where he is 
affiliated as a visiting senior fellow. In 2017, he has 
been a visiting fellow at the Robert Schuman Centre 
of Advanced Studies (EUI). Dr BRESSANELLI´s 
research focuses on EU institutions and decision-
making, political parties, British and Italian politics. 
He has published in journals such as Comparative 
Political Studies. In 2013, he won the Linz-Rokkan 
Prize in Political Sociology and has been a consultant 
for the European Parliament on several projects. 
Currently, he serves as the co-convenor of the 
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Standing Group on the European Union of the 
Italian Political Science Association (SISP) and as a 
member of the editorial board of the journal Politics 
and Governance. He is also a Fellow of the Higher 
Education Academy (PGCAPHE). 
 

NEXT MEETINGS 

 
Monday 12 July 13.45-15.45 

Hearing on: Disinformation and discrimination - 
how vulnerable groups are targeted and/or 

attacked 
 

Tuesday 13 July 13.45-14.45  
INGE/CONT meeting on the European Court of 

Auditor’s special report 
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